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PUBLIC 

 
 
 

Welcome to the newsletter of the 
Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board 

Issue 37 
 

If your organisation would like its safeguarding work featured in a future 
newsletter, please contact the DSAB Board Manager, Natalie Gee 

DerbyshireSAB@derbyshire.gov.uk 

Our newsletters are published quarterly to update professionals and volunteers 
who work with adults with care and support needs on key information related to 
the Board. 
 
Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board (DSAB) is a multi-agency strategic 
partnership, which ensures and oversees the effectiveness of arrangements made 
by agencies to safeguard adults who have care and support needs and are 
experiencing, or at risk of experiencing, abuse or neglect.

 
 

In this edition: 
 

• Message from our new Independent Chair 
• Safeguarding Adult Review SAR23B publication 
• Adult safeguarding practice guidance updates 
• VARM has changed to MARM 
• Clinical Support Team (CST) meetings update from Derby and Derbyshire ICB 
• Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government - rough sleeping and 

social care 
• February is Dignity Action Month 
• Derbyshire Domestic Abuse Helpline 
• Reporting a safeguarding concern 

 
 

  

mailto:derbyshiresab@derbyshire.gov.uk
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Message from our new Independent Chair 

As of January 2025, Amanda Clarke is the new Independent Chair for 
Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board 

Amanda has had a varied career in safeguarding. She has worked with 
Nottinghamshire Police, the NSPCC, the Diocese of Derby and, since 
2016, as an independent safeguarding advisor completing Domestic 
Homicide Reviews (DHRs), Safeguarding Adult Reviews (SARs) and Child 
Safeguarding Practice Reviews (CSPRs) across the country.  

Amanda was previously the Independent Chair of Rochdale Borough 
Safeguarding Adults Board and Rochdale Borough Safeguarding 
Children's Partnership from 2019 until 2024.  

Originally from Nottinghamshire, Amanda now lives in Derby and is 
married to a retired Derbyshire police officer; they have two children. 

Amanda said: 

" I am so pleased to be working in Derbyshire, which is a place where I have a long connection 
through work and homelife. It makes sense for me to try and make a difference in the area 
where I live. 

"I hopefully bring experience and knowledge to Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board. I am 
looking forward to collaborating with all partners who play such an important role within the 
Board. I am sure we can build on the good foundations which are already in place in the county. 

"My role as Independent Chair is exactly that. I am truly independent and I support and 
encourage partners to work well together for the benefit of adults with care and support needs. 
It is my job to hold member agencies to account, ensuring that they do what they say they are 
going to do in responding to issues of abuse and neglect for people who live in Derbyshire. 
"Partnership work has been a large part of my career and I still believe it is the way forward; if 
every individual and every agency or voluntary group takes responsibility for making adult 
safeguarding everyone’s business, we will really make a difference to Derbyshire residents." 

 
 

Safeguarding Adult Review SAR23B publication 

The Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board 
(DSAB) has completed a Safeguarding Adults 
Review (SAR) following the death of ‘Karolina’ 
(a pseudonym). 

A SAR is a statutory duty for Safeguarding 
Adult Boards under the Care Act 2014. The 
primary purpose of SARs is for agencies and 
practitioners to learn and improve the 
services provided to people. 
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On 4th February 2025, the Learning Brief and the Learning On One Page (LOOP) for SAR23B were 
published on the Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board website. These resources have been produced to 
inform practitioners and managers about Karolina’s circumstances, along with the key findings of the 
review, including the positive practice and areas of learning for Derbyshire agencies. The DSAB has been 
assured that work to embed the learning from this SAR is well underway. 

 
Please take some time to read and reflect on the findings from the SAR. We also encourage you to use and 
share the resources with your colleagues and teams, for example within training, team meetings and 
supervisions or one-to-one meetings. 

 
Adult safeguarding practice guidance updates 

The Derby and Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Boards' Joint Policy and 
Procedures Sub-Group is responsible for producing new practice guidance 
to meet the needs of front line staff and managers and also has a rolling 
programme of reviewing adult safeguarding practice guidance. 

At the group's last meeting in December 2024, the following updates were 
agreed and have been published in the Derby and Derbyshire Adult 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance document. 

  

Reviewed and updated guidance 

• Office of the Public Guardian 
• Guidelines on notification of deaths to the coroner where there 

are safeguarding concerns 
• Think Family staff guidance 
• Missing persons (including the Herbert Protocol) 
• Domestic abuse 

Guidance removed 

• Guidelines for reporting accidents and assaults to adults with care and support needs 

New guidance added 

• Falls and safeguarding 

Additionally, from 1st January 2025 the Vulnerable Adult Risk Management (VARM) process in Derbyshire 
had a name change to the Multiagency Adult Risk Management (MARM) process. All references and links 
in the Derby and Derbyshire Adult Safeguarding Practice Guidance document about VARM have been 
updated to MARM. 

 
  

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshiresab.org.uk%2Fprofessionals%2Fsafeguarding-adults-reviews.aspx/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/lr2Mj_SvpKU96jAKzIGDEk69tEUXmaxnn4Phy6N3MVI=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshiresab.org.uk%2Fprofessionals%2Fpolicies-procedures-and-practice-guidance.aspx/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/2lyYmqTysEv9l7otUbAoSG5VokE-VPaAf-GFwWd6iUk=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshiresab.org.uk%2Fprofessionals%2Fpolicies-procedures-and-practice-guidance.aspx/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/2lyYmqTysEv9l7otUbAoSG5VokE-VPaAf-GFwWd6iUk=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshiresab.org.uk%2Fprofessionals%2Fmultiagency-adult-risk-management.aspx/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/PS3kIfaBMALEHTfWpQSVgCBR6EJPKFIaP4WwSNMl_yI=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshiresab.org.uk%2Fprofessionals%2Fpolicies-procedures-and-practice-guidance.aspx/2/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/IdSEp_7hyUnCOV5EXCZywkP8852-X1HSS5B0TF-Xwr4=392
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VARM has changed to MARM 

 
From 1st January 2025, the Vulnerable Adult Risk Management process 

(VARM) changed name to the Multiagency Adult Risk Management 
(MARM) process 

• Why? The name change was agreed by the Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board to reflect the 
language within the Care Act. 

• What has changed? The process itself remains the same but all associated documentation, 
website content, training information and Mosaic documentation has been updated by the DSAB 
office with the minor name change from VARM to MARM. 

• When did the change happen? From 1st January 2025. After this date it is expected that all staff 
refer to the process using new name of Multiagency Adult Risk Management (MARM).  

• What do I need to do? Please ensure your staff are briefed and are aware that this is purely a 
name change. Your internal agency documentation and intranets should be updated to reflect 
this name change. 

If you have any questions about this change, please get in touch via email 
DerbyshireSAB@derbyshire.gov.uk   

 
  

mailto:DerbyshireSAB@derbyshire.gov.uk
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Clinical Support Team (CST) meetings update from Derby 
and Derbyshire ICB 

Following a Derbyshire Safeguarding Adult Review where a 
recommendation had been set by the independent author, 
the Safeguarding Adults Team from Derby and Derbyshire 
Integrated Care Board (ICB), in collaboration with the 
Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board, completed several 
pieces of work including surveys, guidance and follow-up 
feedback in relation to Clinical Support Team meetings held 
by GP Practices. 

Subsequently, the ICB developed a 'Guiding Principles' document based on the SAR's findings, in 
conjunction with the feedback from the surveys and attendees. 

 
In summary, feedback to the 'Guiding Principles' document has been largely positive and it is now included 
in the ICB's Resource Pack for GP Practices, setting minimum core expectations for Clinical Support Team 
meetings.  

 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government - 
rough sleeping and social care 

In November 2024, the Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) 
invited people working across rough sleeping, 
social care and safeguarding to share their 
insights at two webinars. 

Topics included executive function and brain 
injury, homelessness fatality reviews, multi-
agency risk panels, self-neglect, etc. 

 
MHCLG have managed to get the recordings and 
slides hosted online and have broken them up 
by speaker, creating a really nice resource. 

 
  

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fworking-across-housing-social-care-and-safeguarding-to-tackle-long-term-rough-sleeping-webinar/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/xHuERM8F5_Xk3E4eEdB8H8kpUB-l-MfooAuudDwTQqw=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fworking-across-housing-social-care-and-safeguarding-to-tackle-long-term-rough-sleeping-webinar/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/xHuERM8F5_Xk3E4eEdB8H8kpUB-l-MfooAuudDwTQqw=392
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February is Dignity Action Month 

 
Dignity Action Month is an annual event 
that takes place in February 

Dignity Action Month aims to ensure people who use care 
services or who receive support are treated as individuals and 
are given choice, control and a sense of purpose in their daily 
lives. 

It’s about showcasing what organisations do and providing a 
truly memorable day, event or activities for people receiving 
care and support. 

 

Supporting Dignity Action Month will: 

• Raise awareness of the importance of dignity in care 
• Demonstrate that everybody in the community has a 

role to play in upholding dignity in care 
• Remind the public that staff have a right to be treated 

with dignity and respect too 
• Provide a great community networking opportunity 

If you do nothing else just think of three little deeds that would change the lives of those with whom you 
come into contact. It could be as simple as a smile or stopping to pass the time of day, or as complex as 
making someone’s lifelong wish come true. 

 

Spread kindness, respect and compassion - promote dignity 

Greet everyone with a smile. We all know how important a smile can be in making us feel valued and 
acknowledged. It’s a little deed, but can have an enormous impact. 

Say thank you. Saying thank you to someone is a little deed that can make such a difference to their 
feelings of value. 

Stop and listen. Take time out to really listen to someone. You may be busy but your little deed is to 
make them feel valued and special. 

 
To find out more, visit Derby Safeguarding Adults Board's website and search Dignity in Care. 

 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.dignityincare.org.uk%2FDignity-in-Care-events%2Fdignity-action-month%2Fwhat-is-dignity-action-month%2F/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/QFjXVXBi99LAaTEUd-hqqf23bXvzefJ3jBoiCo6CTKA=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbysab.org.uk%2F/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/CrsO4GXJmjcbeCHMcuCRvy2HKeoEBPtT7hX-i4PtFkw=392
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Derbyshire Domestic Abuse Helpline 

The Derbyshire Domestic Abuse Helpline, facilitated by The Elm 
Foundation, is a safe, welcoming, supportive place for any man, woman 

or child affected by domestic abuse 

 

A friendly, informal, peaceful haven in which you can talk freely and make sense of your thoughts. A hub 
that can provide the advice, support and tools you may need to change your situation, where you will feel 
empowered to take back control of your life. 

• Tel: 08000 198 668 
• Hard of hearing/deaf text: 07534 617252 
• Email : derbyshiredahelpline@theelmfoundation.org.uk  
• Online 

 
  

mailto:derbyshiredahelpline@theelmfoundation.org.uk
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fvmm0dj30.r.us-west-2.awstrack.me%2FL0%2Fhttps:%252F%252Fwww.derbyshiredomesticabusehelpline.co.uk%252F%2F1%2F0101018faaac4a86-b630c41b-fce4-488a-9220-b2d0c9627480-000000%2Ffntu1ca_ZHZlwgRB9YAyO438FJ0=376/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/xxGpkUHD34tHHdzpk_kNzzZJsKIRswG7P9DuWqkhVrg=392
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Reporting a safeguarding concern 

There is no excuse for abuse 
 

 

If you or someone you know in Derbyshire is being abused or neglected please tell someone. 

In an emergency, contact the Police, tel: 999 or if you are deaf/hard of hearing use emergency SMS by 
texting 999 from your phone, or use the NGT Relay Assistant by dialling 18000 from the app or 

textphone. 

If the person is not in any danger now but there has been a crime, contact the Police, tel: 101. 

If you’re worried about yourself or someone else being abuse or neglected, please contact Call 
Derbyshire, tel: 01629 533190. 

There are eight 'There is NO Excuse for Abuse' posters. They are 
available to download from the Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board 

website, www.derbyshiresab.org.uk  
 

  

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshiresab.org.uk%2Fwhat-is-abuse%2Fhow-to-report-abuse.aspx/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/DJooofnc30wmDs-r0wnkkkkC6aAMbKjT5roLWXR8j6E=392
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.derbyshiresab.org.uk%2Fwhat-is-abuse%2Fleaflets-and-posters.aspx/1/01010194fa92f886-31493c06-48be-45ef-a1da-d669151410bc-000000/lPAoFPaHT_3eAjcyOJHAO-XB-TijaNPAO3kelN1rJtw=392
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The next DSAB meeting is on 10th April 2025 

For queries or comments please contact: 

Natalie Gee (DSAB Board Manager) at DerbyshireSAB@derbyshire.gov.uk 

 
 

-End of document- 

mailto:DerbyshireSAB@derbyshire.gov.uk

